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Wang Fuzhi's Chinese category as a space and Sinicization of

Surrounding ethinics

Chun-bok, Lee

(Research Professor of Chung—Ang University)

This study reviewed the spatial category of place name and detailed geographic
features with terminologies such as frontier within(#£N), other frontier(ZE41),
Jiuzhou(JLJM, a poetic name for China), central districts(&), and China(H[E)
used by Wang Fuzhi. Then, the study considered the recognition of China as
a spatial category recognized by Wang, and his insistence regarding assimilation
toward the Sinicization and edification policies for Yidi(#4Kk) within the spatial
Chinese category.

As a result of the research, it was confirmed that China served as an important

scale for a China centric view as a space expressed as China(*F[&), China—-
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centeredness(35), and Jiuzhou(a poetic name for China) to intellectuals of the
Hanzu(##%) beginning from the Han dynasty to the late Ming dynasty and
early Qing dynasty. In reviewing roughly its spatial category, the border line
of the north matches the Great Wall of China and the border line of the south
may be proximate to Guangdong and Guangxi, while the border line of the
west may be proximate to the western region of Shenxisheng and Gansusheng.

Wang Fuzhi was confirmed to recognize the category of China as a space
more clearly than anyone else in the previous period. In particular, it is the
unique view of Wang Fuzhi that the concept of central districts used in “HuangShu(s&
#)” mentioned terminologies such as central districts, Jiuzhou, frontier within,
and China as well as geographic features such as regions, rivers, and mountains
that become the border line of the east, west, south, and north in a concrete
and detailed manner rather than mentioning the spatial category of China as
in the migration theory by Jiang Tong({T#v); and differences in custom and
ethnics caused by difference in the spaces of Sinocentrism and Yidi were classified
and described in accordance with the regions in the east, west, south, and north,

Meanwhile, it was confirmed that during the pre-Qin(4%%) period Wang
Fuzhi had insisted on an engagement policy for the Yidi, who had resided as
a space in China. In contrast, he expressed hostile and exclusive positions toward
the surrounding ethnics in China after the Qin and Han times. The target subjected
to this embracing policy was classified as Yidi during the pre-Qin period; however,
after the pre—Qin period, it included ethnics who resided in the Chinese category
as a space, namely Chibaidi(ZRF1%K), Huaiyi(7#52), rongman (), luhun (P7),
Jiangrong(ZH0), and Daoyi(F39) who appear during Qin(Z%) and Chu(#) as
well as in the “Spring and Autumn Annals” and ethnics involving Miaozu(Bji),
and Yaozu(JEHR). Wang Fuzhi asserted that these ethnics should be edified with
Confucian school education such as shijing(classic of poetry), shujing(Book of

Documents), lijing(Book of Rites), yuejing(The Classic of Music), and talented
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people who are proficient in loyalty, chastity, literary works, and political affairs

and may become assimilated to be Hanzu should be developed.

Keywords: Wang Fuzhi, migration theory, the Chinese category as a space, Ethinics,
Barbarians, Edification, Sinicization
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